[Background of a new delineation of the medical profession].
The survival of mankind is jeopardized in a hitherto unprecedented manner by the three global-scale interacting worldillnesses, i.e., overpopulation, environmental deterioration, and the extermination potential of the modern arsenals of atomic, biologic and chemical weapons. These self-created hazards should appeal to new accountability, to a rethinking of our medical duties and actions. With their consequences they form the background of a new delineation of the medical profession.